By J. L. BUNCH, M.D. SOON after birth it was noticed that the skin was harsh and dry, and this condition of the epidermis gradually became more marked until the whole of the trunk, limbs and face became rough, scaly, and markedly wanting in elasticity. When first seen, a month previously, the face and scalp were scaly and dry, the hair was wanting in lustre and harsh to the touch, the trunk and extensor surfaces of the limbs were covered with coarse, irregularly shaped scales, especially well marked on the backs of the wrists, the knees, and the fronts of the ankles. The scales were of a dirty greyish colour and had an unwashed appearance; the natural lines of the skin were exaggerated and the affected areas left dry and harsh. The plate-like character of the scales was suggestive in places of the so-called " alligator skin." The anterior margins of the axillae and the outer surfaces of both thighs were marked by the presence of warty, thickened, papillary elevations of a dark grey tint, some of which had a spine-like appearance, which strongly suggested a diagnosis of ichthyosis hystrix, and the case was shown as possibly one of the " mixed variety," combining some of the characteristics both of ichthyosis simplex and ichthyosis hystrix.
The history seemed to show that the lesions tended to improve in warmer weather, and in summer the papillary elevations were stated to diminish, if not disappear.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said that much good was derivable also from prolonged sulphur baths.
Dr. MAcLEOD said he had employed thyroid extract with distinct benefit in several cases of generalized ichthyosis at the Victoria Hospital for Children, especially when it was pushed to the point of toleration. The local application which he had found of most use was a drachm of resorcin and an ounce of glycerine and starch.
